




Introduction 
   This thematic unit focuses on the works of William Shakespeare. 

We will do a briefing on his life.  He basically wrote plays that dealt 
with historical accounts, comedies, and tragedies.  He would often 
incorporate humor into his tragedies.  Shakespeare also took his 
comedies and incorporated serious problems.    



“Tragedy” Thematic Unit Includes 

• Language Arts with  
Vocabulary and Figurative 
Language 

• Art and Figurative 
Language Activities 

• Math with Geometrical 
Shapes 

• Science with Physical and 
Chemical Changes 

• Social Studies with Map 
Skills 





Thematic Unit Activities and 
Worksheets 





 
 
 
 
 
Name __________________________________  Date ___________________ 
CCSS.8.G.2 Geometric Shapes Test 
 
Directions:  Solve each problem.  Show your work. 
1.  Find the surface area and the volume of a closed cylindrical container      
     with radius 6 cm and a height of 24 cm. 
 
 
2. If cube has a total surface area of the 6 faces equal to 200 square feet.  
     What is the volume of the cube? 
 
 
3.  Which of the angles below are not supplementary?  
    A. 30 degrees and 150 degrees  B. 5 degrees and 175 degrees  
    C. 21 degrees and 179 degrees  D. 91 degrees and 89 degrees 
 
 
4.  What is the total surface area of an open box that measures 12cm by 9cm by 11cm? 
  

      
 
 
 



Name:  ________________________   Date: _____________ 
Objective:  W.8.3d  Writing a Narrative 
 
Writing Prompt:  Think about the three styles of writing by William 
Shakespeare.  Choose eight of the vocabulary words from the book Bard 
of Avon: The Story of William Shakespeare.  Create a story based on a 
tragedy, a comedy, or history.  Remember to give the story a title.  Write 
at least three paragraphs.  



Summary of “Romeo and Juliet” 
 

Romeo and Juliet fall in love at a party. But they come from families which 

hate each other. They are sure they will not be allowed to marry. 

Nevertheless, helped by Friar Laurence, they marry in secret instead. 

Unfortunately, before their wedding night Romeo kills Juliet's cousin in a 

duel, and in the morning he is forced to leave her. If he ever returns to the 

city, he will be put to death. 
 

Juliet's parents told her she must marry Paris. Her parents do not know 

she is already married. She refuses in the beginning, but later agrees 

because she plans to fake her death and escape to be with Romeo 

forever; again with the help of Friar Laurence. 
 

Frair Laurence designs the plan. He gives Juliet a sleeping potion. She 

appears to be dead and was put in a tomb. However, Romeo does not 

know about the plan, visits her grave, thinks she is dead, and kills himself. 

When Juliet finally wakes up, she discovers that Romeo is dead and then 

kills herself. 







Name:  ___________________________ Date:  ___________________ 
Objective: W.8.3d Write a Narrative 
Directions:  Think about the events in “Romeo and Juliet” then retell 
the story by writing how they lived happily ever after. 









William Shakespeare’s Facts 

1. In November 1582, Shakespeare applied for a license to marry 

Anne Whateley. “Anne Whateley” could be a scribal error for 

Anne Hathaway, whom he married on or about November 30.  

2. William and Anne Shakespeare had three children 

3. There is no evidence for what Shakespeare did between 1585 

and 1592.  

4. Shakespeare is listed as an actor on documents from 1592, 1598, 

1603, and 1608.  

5. A diary entry by Phillip Henslowe records a performance of a 

play called “harey VI” at Henslowe's Rose theater in March 

1592.  

6. Although Shakespeare is usually considered an Elizabethan 

playwright, much of his greatest work was produced after James 

I took the throne 

7. Many of Shakespeare's plays are based on others' earlier plays, 

histories, and poems. This was common practice at that time.
d
 

8. By 1597, Shakespeare's company, the Lord Chamberlain's Men, 

leased the Theatre. The owner was reluctant to renew the lease. 

On December 28, 1598, the Lord Chamberlain's Men and about 

a dozen workers dismantled the Theatre and rebuilt it across the 

Thames. The new theater became known as the New Globe. 

9. In Shakespeare's time, theaters had no curtain and used little or 

no scenery.  

10. The Globe burned to the ground on June 29, 1613, set fire by a 
cannon shot during a performance of Shakespeare's Henry VIII.d 

11. In 1603, Shakespeare's company became the official player for 
King James I and renamed themselves The King's Men. 



12. In 1608, The King's Men opened the Blackfriar's Theatre, the template on which all  
       later indoor theaters are based.  
13. Shakespeare's works contain first-ever recordings of 2,035 English words, including     
       critical, frugal, excellent, barefaced, assassination, and countless. 
14. Countless excellent phrases, now commonly used, occur first in Shakespeare,  
       including one fell swoop, vanish into thin air, play fast and loose, be in a pickle,  
       foul play, tower of strength, flesh and blood, be cruel to be kind, and with bated  
       breath. 
15. According to the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations, Shakespeare wrote about one- 
       tenth of the most quotable quotations ever written or spoken in English. 
16. In March, 1616, Shakespeare revised his will. His signatures are shaky, suggesting  
       that he was not well. 
17. Shakespeare died on April 23, 1616. In his will, he left most of his real estate to his  
      daughter Susanna. 
18. Shakespeare is buried near the altar of Holy Trinity Church, where he was baptized,  
       in Stratford-upon Avon.  
19. Even if Shakespeare wrote his own work, he did not always write alone. As many  
       as a dozen of his later plays are believed to have been collaborations with other   
       authorsf--including The Two Noble Kinsman, known to be written with John  
       Fletcher, Timon of Athens with Thomas Middletonf, and Pericles with George 
       Wilkins. 


